






Breaking Down the Barriers: A National Needs Assessment on Farmworker Health Outreach

    

Methodology
Core Themes

HOP designed a research framework based on core themes to 
obtain high-quality quantitative and qualitative data for its national 
farmworker health outreach needs assessment project.

Background on Migrant/Community Health Centers •	
Farmworker information •	
Access to care•	
Health outreach and enabling services •	
Funding•	
Needs assessment and evaluation data•	
Cultural competency •	
Community collaboration and coalition building•	

HOP chose five methods to obtain information from unique audiences serving migrant and seasonal farmworkers. 
Health administrators, outreach managers, frontline outreach staff, as well as farmworkers themselves contributed their 
experiences and observations to this study.

Three community forums, including a convenience sample of 82 outreach staff attending the migrant stream forums. •	
Three focus group discussions, including a convenience sample of 34 farmworker parents participating in     •	
Migrant and Seasonal Head Start Parent Policy Councils.
An online survey administered to migrant health grantees; 108 of 155 responded to the survey. •	
Telephone survey administered to a random sample of 24 migrant health administrators.•	
A review of existing data from other research studies, including the National Agricultural Workers Survey •	
(NAWS), the 2008 Migrant and Seasonal Head Start Program Information Report (PIR), and the 2007 
Community Health Center Uniform Data System (UDS). 

Migrant Clinicians Network’s Institutional Review Board (IRB) approved the study design, the instruments, and 
the corresponding informed consent documents used with each data collection method.  Special considerations were 
used with confidentiality and protections procedures for the farmworker participants. 

Of  special note, the research team made a concerted effort to foster variability in respondents by geographic region 
as well as professional title. Steps were taken to ensure that outreach programs in the 10 Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) regions participated in the study. 

Qualitative data from community forums, focus groups, and telephone surveys were entered and analyzed in ATLAS.
ti version 5.5, a qualitative data analysis software package. Quantitative data from the online survey were analyzed in 
SurveyMonkey, MS Office Excel 2007, and SPSS 16.0. 

Data Collection Methods
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EDUCATION & INFORMATION SHARING -  Health education was identified as a top outreach priority and is 
the most frequently performed outreach and enabling service among health centers. Yet, farmworkers desire more education 
on system navigation, occupational health, and legal rights. Recommendations include: 

Funders and policymakers allocate funding to support group and collaborative health education initiatives.•	
Farmworker advocates enhance their approaches to education by collaborating with other community agencies •	
and using experiential learning or popular education methods.  
HOP develop training modules focused on effective collaboration models and partnerships.•	

DATA -  Collecting strong and reliable data is essential in order to demonstrate the value of outreach and understand 
the health and social service requirements of farmworker populations. Recommendations include: 

Funders and policy makers institute data collection requirements that are flexible and consistent.  •	
Farmworker advocates collect data that proves the value of outreach. Consider collaborating with Head Start •	
agencies in order to collect needs data. 
HOP develop resources that will formalize outreach data collection. Informal data coupled with formal data can •	
make a strong case for the effectiveness of outreach.


